The role of the transplant advanced practice nurse: a professional and personal evolution.
Rapid changes in health care toward cost-effective managed care have resulted in the evolution of the transplant advanced practice nurse to address the care needs of a specific patient population. This article describes the evolution of this role at one institution. The specific responsibilities of the transplant advanced practice nurse are delineated, and phases of development for the experienced clinical nurse specialist entering the role as a novice nurse practitioner are identified and discussed.